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DUBAI COLLEGE OF TOURISM WELCOMES FIRST BATCH OF
STUDENTS AS PART OF THE ‘CITY OF GOLD’ SCHOLARSHIP

‘City of Gold’ Scholarship receives record number of applications from talented Emirati and

expatriate residents

Dubai, UAE 6 January 2019: The Dubai College of Tourism (DCT), an institution established by
Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism), partnered with the Dubai
Gold and Jewellery Group (DGJG) to welcome the first batch of students, as part of the ‘City of Gold’
scholarship, awarded to first-year applicants enrolled for the Certificate of Retail course. As part of
the programme, 20 Emirati and expatriate students received fully-funded academic grants to cover
their tuition fees throughout the year. Successful completion of the course will open doors to exciting
career opportunities within the DGJG network for all candidates, allowing them to enter the tourist-

facing workforce with practical experience and valuable industry knowledge.
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The ‘City of Gold’ scholarship is part of DCT’s ongoing industry collaborations and partnerships,

providing students with hands-on training and access to industry expertise.
Commenting on the success of the scholarships, Essa Bin Hadher, General Manager of Dubai College

of Tourism, said: “The ‘City of Gold’ scholarship programme is the first in a series of scholarships that

DCT is committed to introduce to help build and nurture young talent. We are delighted with the
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success of the programme and hope to continue with our endeavour to further train young, eager

Emirati nationals and expatriates and help them succeed in Dubai’s rapidly evolving tourism industry.”

The ‘City of Gold’ scholarship programme combines classroom learning with real-world experiences,
offering students direct industry application in Dubai’s expanding retail landscape. This works in line
with DCT’s overarching commitment to attract talented Emiratis and expatriate residents and help

them explore rewarding career options in the tourism industry.

Successful candidates of the scholarship programme are currently undergoing the Certificate of Retail
course. Asma Mohammed, one of the first students to be awarded the ‘City of Gold’ scholarship,
highlights that her teachers are an integral part of the course, as they provide a valuable experience
for all their students; “| have had a great learning experience at the Dubai College of Tourism so far.
Both the teachers and students have contributed to making it a very welcoming environment,
encouraging us to think about our career prospects with each project that we take on. The scholarship
opportunity has helped equip me to succeed in the real world, and | am excited to take advantage of

the industry connections that DCT offers.”

Meanwhile, Angelina Gonsalves Grace enjoys learning amongst a diverse group of students; “l found
out about the courses through the College’s community outreach programme, and was thrilled to
receive the scholarship opportunity. | have always been keen to learn about the industry through first-
hand experience from leading professionals in the market, and DCT has helped open these doors for

”

me.

Sami Ahmed Azimah plans to continue his Diploma programme in retail; “| have always had a strong
interest in tourism, as one of the fastest growing industries in Dubai — and DCT was my first choice to
help me realise this passion. | certainly believe that the College provides valuable opportunities for a
successful career through the access it provides us to working professionals — whether those that are

part of our great faculty, or those that we meet through our guest lectures.”

Applications are now open for the September 2019 intake. To apply for scholarships and to view the

college’s prospectus, visit www.dct.ac.ae.

-Ends-
About Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism)
With the ultimate vision of positioning Dubai as the world’s leading tourism destination and commercial hub,
Dubai Tourism’s mission is to increase the awareness of Dubai among global audiences and to attract tourists

and inward investment into the emirate. Dubai Tourism is the principal authority for the planning, supervision,
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development and marketing of Dubai’s tourism sector. It markets and promotes the Emirate’s commerce sector,
and is responsible for the licensing and classification of all tourism services, including hotels, tour operators
and travel agents. Brands and departments within the Dubai Tourism portfolio include Dubai Business Events,

Dubai Calendar, and Dubai Festivals and Retail Establishment.

About Dubai College of Tourism (DCT)

DCT runs the first-of-its-kind muilti-disciplinary educational platform in the region. The College provides
foundation, certificate and diploma courses in tourism, hospitality, retail, events and culinary arts through the
TVET accreditation framework. DCT aims to be recognised as the premier vocational institution in the region
with its courses bridging the gap between in-house training and a full bachelor’s degree, ensuring a steady stream
of highly trained tourism professionals for the city. The college is also responsible for delivering fundamental
programmes specifically designed for those working within the tourism industry, such as ‘Dubai Way’ (for tourist-

facing staff in Dubai) and ‘Dubai Expert’ (an interactive online training tool for international travel agents).

For further information, please contact:
Dubai Tourism
mediarelations@dubaitourism.ae

[+971] 600 55 5559

[+971] 4 201 7631
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