
                                        

 
 

EXPLORE RESPONSIBLY AND PRESERVE THE EMIRATE’S 

DIVERSE LANDSCAPE 

 

DUBAI, UAE; 28 March 2019: Dubai is home to a rich and diverse natural environment, offering a 

unique mix of topography for different ecosystems and wildlife. Be it across the mountains, mangroves, 

desert or coastline, the emirate is a natural habitat to a variety of desert dwellers. Although urban 

development across the world has led many species to the brink of extinction, Dubai has spearheaded 

several initiatives that are increasingly committed to preserving its priceless natural heritage. Thanks 

to responsible tourism practices supported by Dubai Sustainable Tourism (DST), an initiative by 

Dubai’s Department of Tourism & Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism), visitors can explore these 

natural environments without putting the landscape or its wildlife at risk.  

 

 
 

Prime examples of ecotourism attractions for nature-lovers in Dubai are the Al Marmoom Desert and 

the craggy peaks of Hatta, which invite visitors to explore the region’s diverse flora and fauna, stunning 

landscapes and beautiful natural attractions. 

 



                                        

 
 

 
 

The Al Marmoom Desert is the latest edition to Dubai’s collection of nature reserves, occupying almost 

10 per cent of the emirate’s total area. It will soon be home to the Al Marmoom Desert Conservation 

Reserve, the largest tourism project of its kind in the region focusing on the desert environment. It is 

also the first unfenced desert conservation reserve in the UAE, rich with hundreds of species of wildlife 

– from the Arabian Oryx, Arabian Gazelles, Sand Gazelles, to foxes and wild cats. The reserve will 

include ten animal and bird observation platforms, star and sunset observations decks,, and even an 

outdoor theatre. 

 



                                        

 
 

 
 

Meanwhile, those looking to travel back in time to discover the historical culture of Dubai while 

enjoying the cool winter temperatures can head to the mountain town of Hatta. This quiet retreat, 

nestled in the Hajar Mountains, is known for its ancient Hatta Fort, the bright turquoise water of the 

Hatta Dam and the remnants of a village from days gone by. Located nearly 130km south-east of 

central Dubai, the untamed environment makes the mountain enclave of Hatta the ideal spot for thrill-

seekers and nature-lovers; whether you’re looking to take on the rough terrain by mountain bike, tackle 

the waters by kayak, or simply explore the cultural town by foot, there’s much to do just over an hour 

away from central Dubai. 

 



                                        

 
 

 
 

 

 

CONSERVING WILDLIFE  

While it is encouraged to personally explore these natural environments, it is also crucial to remember 

the stress that human activity can put on these areas. This impact on natural habitats, if left 

uncontrolled, can lead to greater pollution, soil erosion, loss of natural habitats and even the total 

eradication of endangered species. There is the need for visitors to focus on environmental protection 

and eco-friendliness to contribute to reducing the negative impact on our natural environment. 

 



                                        

 
 

 
 

When it comes to conserving wildlife, DST extends it support to leading industry partners as they help 

safeguard Dubai’s wildlife and habitats, providing them with natural environments that they can rely 

on and thrive in. This includes the Emirates Nature-WWF, a leading non-profit organisation 

established to conserve the nation’s natural heritage – from combating climate change to safeguarding 

the seas, the land and their associated biodiversity. 

 



                                        

 
 

 
 

In order to collectively protect such areas, experts at DST and Emirates Nature-WWF have 

recommended simple and easy practices that can help you be more sensitive to these surroundings: 

 

 Do not disturb wildlife in its natural environment 

 When you encounter animals in the wild, blend into their world. Do not feed them, do not taunt 

them, and most importantly, do not try to take them away from their natural habitats 

 Reduce noise disturbances that might frighten wildlife species, such as speaking too loudly or 

playing loud music 

 Avoid driving outside of designated tracks, as this destroys perennial plants that might need 

years to develop in arid environments 

 Be mindful of destroying burrows and shelters of small animals like terrestrial reptiles, small 

mammals and insects 

 Start making sustainable choices when you visit reserves, such as using fewer single-use 

plastic products in designated areas, instead carrying water in re-fillable bottles 

 Keep your boots clean. Seeds, insect eggs, and other living material can hitchhike on your boots 

and shoes as you explore the area. You may inadvertently carry these plants and critters to 

new locations, where they might become invasive species 

 Be mindful of littering, and carry a litter bag or portable ash container 

 If you’re unable to locate a designated bin, keep trash and recyclables in a bag or backpack 

until you can discard it properly 



                                        

 
 

 Do not overfill trash containers and safely close their lids to prevent animals from digging 

through them 

 Commit to learning more about the risks to wildlife and their habitats by reducing your carbon 

footprint to keep forests, wildlife and oceans healthy and intact 
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